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(a) To formulate national disaster-mitigation programmes, as well as
economic, land use and insurance policies for disaster prevention, and,
particularly in developing countries, to integrate them fully into their na-
tional development programmes;

(b) To participate during the Decade in concerted international ac-
tion for the reduction of natural disasters and, as appropriate, establish
national committees in co-operation with the relevant scientific and tech-
nological communities and other concerned sectors with a view to attain-
ing the objective and goals of the Decade;

(¢) To encourage their local administrations to take appropriate
steps to mobilize the necessary support from the public and private sec-
tors and to contribute to the achievement of the purposes of the Decade;

(d) To keep the Secretary-General informed of the plans of their
countries and of assistance that can be provided so that the United Na-
tions may become an international centre for the exchange of informa-
tion and the co-ordination of international efforts concerning activities in
support of the objective and goals of the Decade, thus enabling each State
to benefit from the experience of other countries;

(e) To take measures, as appropriate, to increase public awareness of
damage risk probabilities and of the significance of preparedness, preven-
tion, relief and short-term recovery activities with respect to natural
disasters and to enhance community preparedness through education,
training and other means, taking into account the specific role of the
news media;

() To pay due attention to the impact of natural disasters on health
care, particularly to activities to reduce the vuinerability of hospitals and
health centres, as well as the impact on food storage facilities, human
shelter and other social and economic infrastructures;

(g) To improve the early international availability of appropriate
emergency supplies through the storage or earmarking of such supplies
in disaster-prone arecas.

4. Scientific and technological institutions, financial institutions, in-
cluding banks and insurance companies, and industrial enterprises, foun-
dations and other related non-governmental organizations are en-
couraged to support and participate fully in the programmes and
activities of the Decade prepared and implemented by the international
community, including Governments. international organizations and
non-governmental organizations.

C. ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

S. The organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations sys-
tem are urged to accord priority, as appropriate and in a concerted man-
ner, to natural disaster preparedness, prevention, relief and short-term
recovery, including economic damage risk assessment, in their opera-
tional activities; the Secretary-General is requested, in this regard, to en-
sure that adequate means are made available to the Office of the United
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator so that it may diligently discharge
its specific role and responsibilities in the field of disaster mitigation and
response in conformity with its mandate, as contained in General Assem-
bly resolution 2816 (XXVI).

6. The Secretary-General 1s requested, in close association with the
relevant organizations of the United Nations system, in particular
through the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, as well
as national information authorities, to assist in the formulation and im-
plementation during the Decade of public information programmes
aimed at raising public awareness of disaster prevention.

7. The United Nations resident co-ordinators and the field represen-
tatives of the United Nations system are requested to work closely and in
a co-ordinated manner with Governments to achieve the objective and
goals of the Decade.

8. The regional commissions are urged to play an active role in im-
plementing the activities of the Decade, considering that natural disas-
ters often transcend national boundaries.

9. The Secretary-General is requested to designate the Director-
General for Devefopment and International Economic Co-operation, in
accordance with his mandate as set out in General Assembly resolution
32/197 of 20 December 1977, as the focal point for overview and co-
ordination of the programmes and activities of the United Nations sys-
temn referred to in the present resolution, in close co-operation with the
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and, as appro-
priate, in consultation with the Director of the secretariat of the Decade,
mentioned in paragraph 14 of the present annex

10. The Secretary-General is requested to report biennially to the
General Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, on the ac-
tivities of the Decade

D. (ORGANIZA FIONAL ARRANGEMENTS DURING THE DECADE

L. Special high-level council

11. The Secretary-General is requested to establish, with due regard
to equitable geographical representation, a special high-level council,
consisting of a limited number of internationally prominent persons,
which would provide him with general advice with respect to the
Decade, take appropriate action to promote public awareness and mobii-
ize the necessary support from the public and private sectors.

2. Scientific and technical committee on the
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction

12.  The Secretary-General is requested to establish, with due regard
to equitable geographical representation and covering the diversity of
disaster-mitigation issues, a scientific and technical committee on the In-
ternational Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, consisting of twenty
to twenty-five scientific and technical experts selected in consultation
with their Governments on the basis of their personal capacities and
qualifications, including experts from the organs, organizations and bod-
ies of the United Nations system.

13. The role of the committee shall be to develop overall pro-
grammes (o be taken into account in bilateral and multilateral co-
operation for the Decade, paying attention to priorities and gaps in tech-
nical knowledge identified at the national level, in particular by national
committees, as well as to assess and evaluate the activities carried out in
the course of the Decade and to make recommendations on the overall
programmes in an annual report to the Secretary-General.

3. Secretariat

14. The Secretary-General is requested to establish a small sc-
cretariat, to be funded by extrabudgetary resources, as follows:

(a) The secretariat shall be established at the United Nations Office
at Geneva, in close association with the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, with its members drawn, as appropriate.
from the international community of disaster reduction experts and
other relevant experts seconded, inter alia, from competent United Na-
tions organizations, Governments and non-governmental organizations:

(b) The secretariat shall be rtesponsible for the day-to-day co-
ordination of Decade activities and shall provide substantive and se-
cretarial support to the special high-level council and the scientific and
technical committee, as well as for other related activities.

E. Financial arrangements

15. [t is recommended that extrabudgetary resources be provided for
implementation of the activities of the Decade and, therefore, that volun-
tary contributions from Governments, international organizations and
other sources, including the private sector, be strongly encouraged; to
this end, a trust fund shall be established by the Secretary-General, who
will be entrusted with its administration.

F.  Review
16. The Economic and Social Council, during its second regular ses-
sion of 1994, will carry out a mid-term review of the implementation of
the International Framework of Action for the International Decade tor
Natural Disaster Reduction and report its findings to the General As-
sembly.

44/237. Second Industrial Development Decade for
Africa

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 35/66 B of 5 December 1980 on
the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
1987/70 of 8 July 1987, in which the Council recom-
mended that, after appropriate evaluation of the Indus-
trial Development Decade for Africa, the proclamation of
a second decade should be considered in order to acceler-
ate further the industrialization of Africa,
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Recalling also resolution AHG/Res.180 (XXV),
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the Organization of African Unity at its twenty-
fifth ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 24 to 26
July 1989,134 on the proclamation of a second industrial
development decade for Africa and on an Africa industri-
alization day,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1989/115 of 28 July 1989 on the proclamation of a second
industrial development decade for Africa,

Welcoming Industrial Development Board decision
IDB.5/Dec.7 of 6 July 1989135 on the Industrial Develop-
ment Decade for Africa, in which the Board recom-
mended that the General Conference of the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization should
request the General Assembly to proclaim a second indus-
trial development decade for Africa,

Welcoming also resolution GC.3/10 of 23 November
1989 of the General Conference of the United Nations In-
dustrial Development Organization on the second indus-
trial development decade for Africa,!36

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the preparation for the second industrial development
decade for Africa (1991-2000),!37 containing proposals for
the preparation of the programme for the second decade,

1. Proclaims the period 1991-2000 the Second Indus-
trial Development Decade for Africa;

2. Also proclaims 20 November Africa Industrializa-
tion Day, for the purpose of mobilizing the commitment
of the international community to the industrialization of
Africa;

3. Endorses the proposals of the Secretary-General, as
contained in his report, on the participation of the United
Nations, through the Economic Commission for Africa, in
the preparation of the programme for the Second Indus-
trial Development Decade for Africa;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions, in consultation with the Director-General of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity,
the relevant subregional and regional economic groupings
in Africa and the United Nations bodies concerned, to
make the necessary preparations for the Second Industrial
Development Decade for Africa and to submit to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its forty-fifth session, through the Eco-
nomic and Social Council, a report on those preparations.

85th plenary meeting
22 December 1989

44/238. World Decade for Cultural Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 41/187 of 8 December 1986, in
which it proclaimed the period 1988-1997 the World
Decade for Cultural Development, to be observed under
the auspices of the United Nations and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1989/107 of 27 July 1989,

Recognizing the importance of cultural development
based on the affirmation and enrichment of the cultural

134 See A/44/603, annex III.
135 E/1989/L.32, annex.

136 See GC.3/INF.3.

137 A/44/812.

identities of all countries and its close relationship to over-
all development,

Welcoming the progress made by Member States and by
non-governmental organizations in developing activities
within the framework of the Decade,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
and of the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the pro-
gress of the World Decade for Cultural Development dur-
ing the period 1988-1989;138

2. Invites Member States that have not yet done so to
establish national committees for the Decade and other-
wise to strengthen their efforts to implement the Plan of
Action for the Decade;!3?

3. Expresses its appreciation to those countries that
have provided voluntary contributions in the form of con-
sultant services to the secretariat of the Decade, and en-
courages other countries, international organizations and
other organizations to make voluntary contributions in
support of the Decade;

4. Invites the organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system to continue their efforts to develop
activities within the framework of the Decade, in accord-
ance with directives of the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination;140

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to strengthen
co-ordination of the activities undertaken by the organiza-
tions and programmes of the United Nations system in
support of the Decade;

6. Emphasizes the importance of taking the cultural di-
mension of development into account in the elaboration of
the international development strategy for the fourth
United Nations development decade and in the working
documents for the special session of the General Assembly
devoted to international economic co-operation, in par-
ticular the revitalization of economic growth and develop-
ment of the developing countries, to be held in 1990;

7. Reaffirms its support for the recommendations of
the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advance-
ment of Women? aimed at promoting women’s participa-
tion in the World Decade for Cultural Development, in
particular those relating to better integration and promo-
tion of women in the objectives of the Decade;

8. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance
of the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to obtain the
views of Governments, appropriate organs and organiza-
tions of the United Nations system and relevant intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations on the ob-
jectives and scope of the global review for the purpose of
evaluation, as recommended in paragraph 92 of the report
of the Secretary-General and the Director-General on the
Decade,!38 and to submit those views to the General As-
sembly at its forty-fifth session, through the Economic and
Social Council;

9. Expresses its support for the recommendation in
paragraph 92 of the report of the Secretary-General and
the Director-General for the conduct of an evaluation at
the mid-point of the Decade, in 1993, under the auspices
of the United Nations and the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in order to

138 A /44/284-E/1989/109.
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